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A Guide to Common Core 
Implementation

The Common Core State Standards initiative 
aims to improve student readiness for college 
and careers through establishing new curriculum 
standards in language arts and mathematics. The 
initiative was launched in 2009, sponsored by 
the National Governors Association (NGA) and 
Council of Chief State School Officers (CCSSO).

Implementation timeline
The majority of states have signed on to adopt Common Core State 
Standards, with implementation times phased through 2016.1

As the ACT, SAT and GED exams are aligning to Common Core 
curricula, even schools that are not adopting these standards may 
find the need to adjust their educational content in order to give 
students the best chance of success on college entrance exams.

Digital assessment
Two state-led consortia are designing new K-12 assessments aligned to Common 
Core State Standards, ready to be put in use by the 2014-2015 school year.

1 As of October 2013.
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Technology requirements
PARCC and Smarter Balanced have issued similar guidelines for the minimum 
technology recommendations of devices used for online assessments:

• Minimum 9.5-10” screen with 1024×768 resolution

• 1GB RAM recommended

• External keyboards required for test takers using 
tablets for PARCC assessments

• Secure browsers and the ability to lock down features during testing

• Able to connect to the internet

• 100 kbps per student bandwidth recommended

Planning a Common Core State Standards implementation? 
Lenovo’s broad portfolio of services and reliable, education-
built products, powered by the 4th generation Intel® 
Core™ processors, do more than just meet minimum 
requirements — they empower new strategies for student 
success. To learn more, visit www.lenovo.com/education, 
www.k12blueprint.com or www.intel.com/education. 

For sources and complete assessment information, visit:  
CCSSO.org, corestandards.org, edweek.org, NGA.org, 
parcconline.org and smarterbalanced.org.
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